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Press Release
Tuscaloosa County EMS Agencies Roll-Out “Vial of Life” Program
Tuscaloosa, AL., December 11, 2018:  NorthStar EMS (NEMS) is pleased to announce, along with Tuscaloosa Fire & Rescue; Northport Fire & Rescue; Tuscaloosa Fire Association; Tuscaloosa Sheriffs Office and the West Alabama EMS Region, the roll-out of the “Vial of Life” program for Tuscaloosa County.  The word “Life” in “Vial of Life” stands for
· L – Lifesaving

· I – Information

· F – For

· E – Emergencies

Developed many years ago, this program is designed to provide patients a plastic bag filled with 1:  Vial of Life Stickers, Vial of Life medical information form, and a magnetic clip.  When someone receives the Vial of Life packet, the first thing they must do is fill out the personal information sheet that includes their medical history, along with any medications that they are currently taking.  They should place the information in the plastic bag.  A Vial of Life sticker should be placed on the bag and one should also be placed on the front door of the residence.  The plastic bag should then be placed on the front of the refrigerator using the magnetic clip.
If an emergency were to occur at a residence in which the Vial of Life sticker is present, EMS personnel will have immediate access to information on the patient to assist with their care.  According to Dr. Elwin Crawford, Medical Director for EMS in Tuscaloosa, “This enables our Paramedics to get the critical information they need as soon a possible.  Often the patient, or the family, is unable to provide this medical information which could result in a delay of gathering vital information.”

Obtaining a Vial of Life packet is easy.  Just stop by your local Fire Department or NorthStar EMS.

NEMS FB Page:  https://www.facebook.com/NorthStarEMS
For more information about CAAS, visit their website at:  www.caas.org
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